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Effective Oct. 1, 2025, under the Statewide Medicaid Managed Care (SMMC) contracts, medical 
plans must now reimburse nonemergency outpatient dental anesthesia services performed in an 
ambulatory surgical center (ASC) and other outpatient settings. 

Medical plans are now required to reimburse for the coverage of anesthesiology services when 
provided in conjunction with covered dental services. This does not include reimbursing local 
dentists with hospital privileges who are performing services in an ASC setting or outpatient 
setting. Services performed by a dentist will continue to be reimbursed by dental plans, including 
sedation dentistry services referred to an ASC. Reimbursements made by medical plans include 
payments to the facility as well as payment for ancillary services. Medical plans will reimburse 
anesthesiologist services rendered, including any anesthesiology services provided in an office 
setting when medically necessary. 

Health and dental plans are required to ensure continuity of care during the transition period for 
Medicaid recipients enrolled in the SMMC program. For at least sixty (60) days following the 
transition, medical managed care plans must honor any appointments and procedures scheduled 
prior to Oct. 1, 2025, and reimburse non-participating providers at the rate they received prior to 
the transition date unless the provider agrees to an alternative rate. 

 

Find more information about dental services in an ASC or scheduled 
outpatient hospital setting. 
Get details on continuity of care provisions. 
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